


WORTH THE DRIVE

Worth the Drive: Nicewonder
Farm & Vineyards

The Virginia Highlands offer a serene getaway, with a glass of wine or two

In a new regular column, journolist Margaret Littman
highlights unusual luxury travel experiences, particu-
lorly those that are an easy trip from Nashville.

NICEWONDER. IT'S NOT JUST a clever
name. In face, it was the actual last name of Don
Nicewonder, a business cxccutive and philanthro-
pist who had the vision for what is now a luxury
golf getaway in Bristol, Va. Nicewonder (the man)
dreamt of having a PGA-worthy golf coursc in the
Virginia Highlands. Over the ycars, he developed
The Virginian Golf Club and Nicewonder Farm &
Vincyards,an adjacent destination for visitors.
Itisa wonder how nice this oasis is. As you drive
in, you're surrounded by rolling hills, some sport-
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ing their natural topography and others planted
full of foliage and blooms that provide four-scason
interest. You see neat rows of vineyards, and even-
tually, a whitc inn rising over the surrounding
landscape, fecling morc like a European villa than a
spot just 20 miles from a popular NASCAR erack.
All beficting a place with this name.

Your arrival is anticipated. As soon as you
approach the inn, the staff s waiting in the parking
lot to grab your luggage and start your vacation
with impeccable service.

Thanks to the vision of Mr. Nicewonder — and
his family, who have taken the reins sincc his pass-
ing in 2022 — this is a screnc mountain retreac. Ics
a place for low-key lounging and reflection.

WHAT’S NEARBY

Nicewonder is on the Virginia side of the
city of Bristol, a charming town in the
Appalachian Mountains that straddles the
Tennessce-Virginia linc. Bristol is bustling
and historic, and sometimes caught up in its
campincss of being in two states at once.

Is home to the Birthplace of Country
Music Muscum, and it’s thought to be the
first place country music was cver recorded.
Other country music strece cred includes
being the home of Tennessee Ernie Ford and
the last place Hank Williams was scen alive.
Head to the Burger Bar dincr on Piedmont
Avenue to have a sandwich and visit that last
spot in Williams” history.

All that activity — including bars, resmu-
rants and shops (check out the denim at LC
King Manufacturing) — is less than a 20-min-
ute drive from the bucolic hills of Nicewonder.

WHATTO DO

On a dear day, start with a hclicopter ride
over these 450 verdant acres, and take in all
that is nestled in these mountains. Play 18
holes on the Tom Fazio-designed course at
T'he Virginian Golf Club, Nicewonder's sis-
ter property. Go fly-fishing. Head to the spa.
Look out at the landscape from the infinity
pool. Take a yoga class. Shoot arrows at the
archery range. Go hiking. Or. most luxurious:
Do nothing. Enjoy sitting in the occasional
swing or bench built along the walking trails
for a respite.

Whether or not you're an ocnophile, it's
worth taking a farm tour followed by a winc
tasting. Learn about the Virginia-grown viog-
nicr, chardonnay, merlot, cabernet franc and
petit verdot grapes that have been cultivated
here since 2013.






